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Instructions for the Commentator and Lectors 

for 5:00 p.m. Sunday Youth Mass 
 

 

Commentator:  Welcomes the congregation and reads the weekly 
announcements before Mass begins 

 Father Melancon usually prepares the weekly announcements during the weekend, so you will 
not have an opportunity to review them until you arrive for Mass.  Fortunately, the 
announcements are usually filled with easy-to-read words. 

 Arrive 15-20 minutes early for 5:00 Mass.  Enter the Sacristry (the room behind the 
Tabernacle) from the side entrance on Father Melancon’s driveway or through the Sanctuary, 
but don’t forget to genuflect or profoundly bow to the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  
The small, 1-inch binder containing the welcome announcement and weekly announcements is 
usually found on the counter in the center of the Sacristy.  If not, it may be on the shelf inside 
the ambo (also called the pulpit or lectern) in the Sanctuary of the church.   (You will need to 
genuflect or bow again if you must enter/exit the Sanctuary to find the binder.)  Feel free to 
bring the binder into the Sacristy where you will be able to review its contents. 

 Remain in the Sacristy until Mass is ready to begin.  NOTE:  Father Melancon will probably still 
be in the Confessional. 

 Approximately 5-10 minutes before Mass begins, Father will leave the Confessional and enter 
the Sacristy to “vest” (dress) for Mass.  If at all possible, please allow him some quiet time to 
pray while he vests.  If necessary, you will be able to ask questions after he finishes “vesting.” 

 When Father and the Altar Servers leave the Sacristy, you will pick up the binder and enter the 
Sanctuary from the side door closest to the ambo.  Make a profound bow (or genuflect) 

towards the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle as you enter the Sanctuary.  Continue 
walking to the ambo. 

 Place the open binder on the ambo and wait until Father Melancon and the Altar Servers have 
entered the front doors of the Church. 

 Once they are in place and ready to begin the procession, read the “welcome” notes.  (Please 
remember to pause briefly after saying, “Good evening” to give the congregation a chance to 
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respond!)  After reading the “welcome” notes, turn the page and read the weekly 
announcements. 

 At that point, the Youth Choir will be ready to begin singing the processional hymn.  Walk down 
the steps to the center aisle.  Turn to face the Tabernacle and make another profound bow 

(or genuflect) towards the Blessed Sacrament.  Be seated near the center aisle in one of 
the front pews for the remainder of the Mass. 

 

Lector(s):  Three Lectors will usually be scheduled to proclaim the First 

Reading, the Second Reading, and the Prayer of the Faithful (also called 
Petitions or General Intercessions). 

 You should use a missalette or lector’s workbook to rehearse your Reading, but please do not 

bring either of those books up to the ambo.   Instead, you will read directly from the Lectionary 

during Mass.   

 It is important that you rehearse reading these passages aloud several times before you read 

them at Mass.  If the First Reading or Second Reading contains words which are difficult to 

pronounce, please contact the Church Office Staff (937-6888) for help during the week.  If you 

would like to receive a lector’s workbook (including background information and 

pronunciations) to help you prepare for this ministry, we would be happy to order one for you.  

Please contact our Church Office Staff to let us know. 

 All three Lectors should be seated near the center aisle in one of the front pews.  You 

will not want to be a distraction by crossing over several people when it is your turn to enter the 

Sanctuary.   

 

Lector for the First Reading: 

 

 When Mass begins, remain in your pew during the Introductory Rites.  The congregation will 
sing the “Gloria” (except during Advent and Lent) and Father Melancon will lead the Opening 
Prayer. 

 When the congregation sits to hear the Word of God, stand and enter the center aisle, and 
approach the first step into the Sanctuary.  Make a profound bow (or genuflect) towards the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  Walk up to the ambo. 

 Because we have already celebrated three Masses during this weekend, the Lectionary should 
already be open to the Readings for that particular day (example:  The 28th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time).  If it isn’t, don’t panic!  The yellow ribbon (in the Lectionary) usually marks the location 
today’s First Reading. 
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 Begin reading the Scripture passage by saying, “A reading from the Book of . . .”.  After you finish 
reading the Scripture passage, pause briefly and say, “The Word of the Lord.”   

 If necessary, turn the page so that the next Lector will be able to find the Second Reading. 

 Turn toward the Tabernacle, genuflect or make a profound bow towards the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  Return to your pew. 

Lector for the Second Reading: 

 Remain seated while the Responsorial Psalm is sung! 

 When the cantor and congregation have finished singing the Responsorial Psalm, stand and 
enter the center aisle.  Genuflect or make a profound bow towards the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  Walk up to the ambo. 

 If necessary, the Lector who read the First Reading should have already turned the page.  Don’t 
panic if you don’t see the Second Reading!  Simply turn the page. 

 Begin reading the Scripture passage by saying, “A reading from the Book of . . .”.  After you finish 
reading the Scripture passage, pause briefly and say, “The Word of the Lord.”   

 If necessary, turn the page so that Father Melancon will be able to find the Gospel. 

 Turn toward the Tabernacle, genuflect or make a profound bow towards the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  Return to your pew. 

 

Lector for the Prayer of the Faithful (also called Petitions or General 

Intercessions): 

 Father Melancon usually prepares the Petitions for the Prayer of the Faithful during the 
weekend, so you will not have an opportunity to review them until you arrive for Mass.  
Fortunately, the petitions are usually filled with easy-to-read words. 

 Arrive 15-20 minutes early for 5:00 Mass.  Enter the Sacristry (the room behind the 
Tabernacle).  The small, 1-inch binder containing the welcome announcement, weekly 
announcements, and the petitions is usually found on the counter in the center of the Sacristy.  
At that point, you will be able to open the binder and review its contents.  Leave the binder 

on the counter so the Commentator will be able to find it when Father Melancon is ready to 
begin the Mass. 

 Enter the Sanctuary through one of the two side doors next to the altar.  Turn toward the 
Tabernacle, genuflect or make a profound bow towards the Blessed Sacrament in the 

Tabernacle.  Walk down the Sanctuary steps, enter the center aisle, and be seated near the 
center aisle in one of the front pews.  You will not want to be a distraction by crossing over 
people when it is your turn to enter the Sanctuary. 
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 After Father Melancon’s homily, the congregation remains seated for a moment in silence.  
Then the congregation stands to recite our Profession of Faith (The Nicene Creed).  Remain in 
your pew until the congregation recites the words “We believe in the Holy Spirit . . .”.  At that 
point, enter the center aisle.  Genuflect or make a profound bow towards the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  Climb up the steps and walk behind and beyond the ambo to a 
spot between the white column and the altar servers’ chairs.  Turn to face the altar, be still, and 
wait while the congregation finishes reciting the Profession of Faith. 

 In a brief prayer, Father will invite the congregation to offer prayer petitions to God.  While he is 
doing so, step up to the ambo. 

 Read each petition.   Example: 

o “For our Church leaders:  That they may be strengthened by God’s Spirit as they lead us 
to see through the current darkness to the light beyond (brief pause), we pray to the 
Lord.” 

o The congregation will respond, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

o Read the next petition.  Wait for the congregation’s response.  Continue until all 
petitions are read. 

 Remain at the ambo while Father Melancon ends the Prayer of the Faithful with a brief prayer. 

 When the congregation sits for the Offertory, enter the center aisle.  Genuflect or make a 

profound bow towards the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle.  Be seated in your pew. 

 

 

Thank you to all of our volunteers! 
 

May God shower abundant blessings over you and your family 
each time you use your time and talent 

to serve His church!  


